
 

  

The Heritage Newsletter 

Upcoming Program: 
February 13, 2020 @ 6:30 PM 
 “Piece of Love: Vintage 
Valentines” presented by 
Rhiannon Cizon 
  
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
If you would like to help bring the 
HMCC mission of promoting local 
history and culture alive, please 
reach out and Volunteer!  
  
Areas of need:  

Greeters / Front Desk 
Archives & Collections 
Office Support 
Working with school groups 
Cultural Committee 

 
As a volunteer, you set your own 
schedule .  Most opportunities are 
weekdays 10-4; however,  evening 
hours are available.  Some 
volunteers  keep regular 
reoccurring hours and other opt 
for an on-call or as-desired basis.  
 
If interested, please call Brian at 
(269) 983-1191 or email 
bcarroll@theheritagemcc.org 
 
 
 
Hours of Operation: 
REGULAR HOURS 

Offices, Mon-Fri, 10-4 
Exhibition, Tue-Fri, 10-4 

 
CLOSURES 

Offices, Dec 24-25 
Offices, Dec 31 & Jan 1 
Exhibition, Dec 23—Jan 12  
for floor resurfacing 

 
601 Main Street 
Saint Joseph, Michigan 49085 
www.TheHeritageMCC.org  
 

The Director’s Corner 
Hello HMCC Members!  
As we approach the New Year, we have a few new 
faces amongst the artifacts. The Board of 
Directors elected a new President and several 
board members, a new Executive Director is at 
the organization’s helm, and two new employees 
joined the event crew. It has been a busy few 
months: we had significant repairs completed to 
the building’s facade, have more restoration 
projects scheduled, are planning new exhibits, 
and have still managed to fit in a series of 
programs, events and fundraisers.  
 
Recent Events & Public Programs 
Our Day of the Dead fundraiser was a success! 
If you missed it, this is an event managed in 
conjunction with the Southwest Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra. It is an evening that 
celebrates Mexican heritage and culture with 
great food, cocktails, live music, dancing, 
costumes, and activities for the kids. A dedicated 
team of volunteers and staff transformed 
Shepard Hall through creative decorations for 
this special cultural celebtration which drew 
close to 300 people. 
  
We also hosted numerous public programs over 
the past quarter, including talks by photographer 
John Wagner, historian Tim Moore, Historical 
Actor Terry Lynch, and other. Plus we revived 
our Haunted Cemetery Tours and Spooky 
Neighborhood Tour in October—which were a 
success despite poor weather.  
 
 

Upcoming at The Heritage 
This January and February we will be installing 
two new exhibitions. Stay tuned for notices 
about exclusive member kickoff events:  
 
Proclaiming Emancipation explores reac-
tions to the Emancipation Proclamation, is-
sued by then-President Abraham Lincoln, in 
1863. The story is told through letters, sketch-
books, diaries, memoirs, prints and photo-
graphs that capture reflections uon the mean-
ing of emancipation. The controversial pro-
clamation took on its full meaning as Amer-
icans on the home front, in slave quarters, on 
the battlefields of the Civil War, and on the 
streets wrestled with its ideas and conse-
quences. Exhibit courtesy of the Clements 
Library at the University of Michigan. 
 
Keepers of the Fire: The Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi. The rich history, culture, and art 
of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi is show-
cased in this vibrant exhibit. The exhibit 
immerses visitors in the teachings and trad-
itions of this thriving community through 
interviews and oral histories, sculpture and 
beadwork, art and artifacts. We are proud to 
host this high quality exhibit on local indig-
enous peoples. The exhibit comes to The Her-
itage courtesy of The History Museum in 
South Bend.  
(continued on page 2) 
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New Executive Director 
New to Michigan, the Executive Director, Brian Carroll, PhD., hails 
originally from Boston but his career in public history and academia 
have taken him all over the country. He earned his doctorate in American 
history from the University of Connecticut and has worked for seven 
different museums and heritage organizations and taught history at six 
different colleges and universities in New England, the Pacific Northwest 
and the Mid-Atlantic. Most recently, he was associate professor of 
American and Public History at Moravian College in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. While at Moravian, Brian was involved in a project for the 
National Museum of Industrial History on the site of the old Bethlehem 

Steel plant. He has two book manuscripts in the works and has published a half dozen articles and 
more than a dozen book reviews in academic journals. Further, he has helped put together 
numerous museum exhibits and tours. He regularly gives invited talks and lectures as well as 
presentations at national conferences. Brian is excited to be here in the beautiful Saint Joseph - 
Benton Harbor area and looks forward to revitalizing The Heritage Museum and Cultural Center, 
building a strong and dedicated team to run the organization, and recommitting the museum to its 
mission of preserving and disseminating local history and promoting local culture. He wants to 
bring new, dynamic exhibits and programs to the HMCC, more aggressively seek out grant dollars 
for the museum, and attend to a long list of deferred building maintenance projects and upgrades.  

In conjunction with HMCC’s history committee, we are hard at work developing several inhouse 
exhibits for autumn 2020. One, yet-to-be-titled, is on the history and culture of the Twin Cities. 
The other will tell the history of the Israelite House of David in Benton Harbor. We are also 
planning an ambitious slate of talks, events, tours, and fundraisers for 2020. More on those to 
follow on our website and in our Spring 2020 newsletter. Rhiannon Cizon, Executive Director of 
The History Center at Courthouse Square in Berrien Springs, will be presenting a lecture 
discussing the history and evolution of Valentine’s Day. The talk “Pieces of Love: Vintage 
Valentines” will be on Thursday, 6:30 PM, February 13, 2020. The HMCC will display its 
collection of vintage valentines at the event. Refreshments to follow.  
 

Thanks to all our members for supporting us!  
 

Brian Carroll, PhD.  
Executive Director 
 
 
 
  

Volunteer Spotlight 
SUPER ALAN! 

 
 

Alan Bulgrin grew up near 
Detroit and attended MSU, 
graduating with a master’s de-
gree in industrial education. He 
was working as a draftsman 
when he met his life partner, 
Gretta Van Bree in 1972. The 
couple moved to Dearborn, 
where Al worked in electrical 
engineering, later managing a 
Volkswagen off-road parts 
shop. Al is also a photographer, 
and past VP of the Michigan 
Photographic Historical Society. 
Alan became the first president 
of the Michigan Vintage VW 
Club and remains an active 
member. Al has also volunteer-
ed at Eden Springs Park, restor-
ing miniature trains and started 
volunteering at The HMCC in 
2014, where he loves to work on 
exhibits and archival research. 
Around the museum he is 
known as “Super Alan” because 
there is no task too great nor too 
small for him to undertake. 
Further, Alan was instrumental 
in our flood recovery efforts the 
last few years. Giving gener-
ously of his time, Alan graces 
the Heritage with his presence 
weekly on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays like clockwork.  His 
passion, love for learning and 
preserving history shines 
through in his actions.  We at 
the HMCC are grateful for his 
friendship and help! 

The Director’s Corner (continued from page 1) 



    

Meet Our New Board Members 

 
 

Melanie Talyor is from Saint Joseph originally, where she was a 
standout athlete at Saint Joseph High School. She left the area after 
graduating from Michigan State University in 1978 to play 
professional racquetball. She went from a successful sales career 
with the Xerox Corporation to a smaller pharmaceutical marketing 
company where she was Vice President of Sales and Marketing in 
the Midwest.  She quit her job at the age of forty to cruise the 
Caribbean, living with just her cat on a 44-foot sailboat for three 
years before dropping anchor in Saint Thomas, in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. There she began a new career working for the Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, launching their successful real estate division. She is excited 
to be back in the area and brings fresh ideas and a can-do spirit to 
the board. She is focusing her attentions on recruiting energetic 
new board members and securing donations and funding for the 
HMCC. For the past four months Melanie has been HMCC’s 
president, before handing off the reigns of the organization to 
interim president Dennis Szymanski. 
 
 

 
 

supportive of the arts and other programs that improve the quality 
of life in Southwest Michigan. To that end he has served on various 
boards and committees over the years. Dr. Erickson was actively 
involved with the creation of The OutCenter, one of only seven 
LGBT centers in the state, which advocacates for and supports 
LGBT youths and adults. He has also underwritten various arts 
programs in Southwest Michigan, including the ArtLab at the Krasl 
Art Center, the Southwest Michigan Symphony, and most recently, 
The Ghostlight Theater in Benton Harbor. He is a staunch advocate 
for marginalized populations and spends much of his energy 
advocating for greater understanding and compassion in the world. 
 

 

Laurie M. Marshall brings extensive experience in arts 
administration, voice and piano performance, pedagogy, and 
competition adjudication to The Heritage. Marshall serves as 
the Music Teachers National Association Michigan 
Performance Competition Chair, Chicago Area MTA First Vice 
President of Programs and Professional Development, the 
National Federation of Music Clubs National Stillman Kelley 
Competition Chair, and is Michigan Federation of Music 
Clubs Immediate Past President, specializing in arts 
administration and leadership education. She is involved in 
other non-profit organizations, including the NAGC as a 
Gifted and Talented Education Specialist and the National 
Association of Parliamentarians, specializing in bylaws and 
administrative manuals. Marshall completed her graduate 
studies in gifted and talented education, and work in voice, 
piano, theory, and theater at Indiana University, Bloomington, 
where she also taught at the prestigious IU College of Gifted 
and Talented Youth. Later, Marshall served as director of the 
Gifted and Talented and Magnet School of Performing Arts, 
in New Jersey.  Laurie is currently teacher-director of The 
Children’s  Academy which  has studios in Saint Joseph and  
  
 

New Board Members 

Chicago, where she maintains a 
full-time studio with students 
representing more than twelve 
countries. Marshall is also the 
founder and director of Lake Mi-
chigan Music, which hosts sum-
mer arts festivals including 
performances by world renown-
ed concertizing artists. Marshall 
is also a frequent state, national, 
and international guest lecturer 
on the arts. 
 

Other recent additions to the Board of Directors include 
Jody Conybeare, Ginny Antonson, and Robert 

Ehrenberg. Look for profiles in an upcoming Newsletter. 
Welcome new board members! 

 

 

Sven Erickson grew up in Coloma, Mich-
igan. After graduating from Kalamazoo 
College and The University of Michigan 
School of Dentistry, Dr. Erickson returned 
to St. Joseph where he owns and operates 
Modern Dentistry Associates. In addition 
to maintaining his private practice, he has 
always been and remains involved with and 



     

 

     HMCC Staffing Update 
Jean Bradley, Event Manager 

We are pleased to announce the recent hiring of Jean Bradley as Event Manager. Having a lifelong 
interest in the subject, Jean earned her bachelor’s degree in history, along with an associate 
degrees in both business administration and psychology, from The George Washington University 
in 2008. Jean comes to us from the University of Arkansas, where for two years she distinguished 
herself as Executive Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Development.  In her role at UofA, she 
regularly coordinated event details and public presentations for development leadership, lead the 
building’s eight-person administrative team, and produced an onboarding curriculum which 
improved the department’s staff retention rate.  Jean has also worked in events for the Texas 
Association of Community Colleges and at the prestigious Kennedy Center for Preforming Arts. 
She brings her enthusiasm, commitment and skillset to the Heritage Museum and Cultural Center. 
If you happen to be at the museum, stop by the event office and ask for an introduction. Jean 
would like to meet you! 

 

We would also like to welcome A.J. Warner, as Event Supervisor.  
 

 

Donation Dredges Up Truscott History From Watery Grave 
 

Recently, our Museum Specialist, Jen Richmond-Ananbeh, 
received a small package in the mail. Inside was a unique 
collections donation. A small, nearly mint Truscott boat badge 
#2036! The note accompanying this package read: 
 

“Dear Jennifer, please accept the enclosed Truscott Badge for 
your museum. I found this during a dredging operation 
around 1995 in Little Traverse Bay in Harbor Springs. Hope it 
fits well into your Truscott display!” - Bob & Linda Wagner    

 
A important local boat and shipbuilding firm, Truscott made 
the fixtures for their launches and boats. Each had its own 
reference number, which customers used to purchase re-
placement or add on parts. Come in and see the new badge as 
well as our 13’ Truscott boat, built in 1897, both on display 
downstairs in our exhibit Shipbuilding in the Twin Cities!  
 

 

 

 

Collections Spotlights 

 
 

While working recently with several patrons on a heritage-
themed calendar for Benton Harbor, there came to our attention 
this striking image of Junius Brutus Woods (1803-1908) from 
our collections. In keeping with our upcoming exhibit 
Proclaiming Emancipation, which focuses on the impact and 
meaning of the emancipation of enslaved people in the United 
States, Woods’s life embodies its impact and significance, as well 
as its connection to Berrien County. No mere abstraction, 
emancipation transformed Woods’s life, prospects, and 
geography—bringing him to Southwest Michigan, where he lived 
for almost four decades. Stay tuned for an article on the photo 
and Woods’s life on our website www.theheritagemcc.org. 
 

From Slavery in Tennessee to Freedom in Benton Harbor 

 

http://www.theheritagemcc.org/

